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CHRISTMAS FESTIVITIES
The a n n u a l par ty for chi ldren of Mueller

employes w i l l be held in the gymnasium at^ the
C l u b House on Saturday afternoon, December
1 5 , a t 1 : 3 0 o'clock.

The par ty w i l l be somewhat different this
year than preceding years. There will be music,
Christmas trees, a l i t t l e Christmas play directed
by Miss Margaret Clark of the Decatur Col-
lege of Music, and m o v i n g pictures. This pro-
gram w i l l be fol lowed by the distribution of
c a n d y , oranges, etc.

What we most desire is that every Mueller
clrld w i l l be in a t tendance to enjoy the oc-
casion.

On the a f t e r n o o n of December 19 the Christ-
mas trims w i l l be d i s t r i bu t ed at qu i t t i ng t ime in
the afternoon.

On the a f t e r n o o n of the 1 9th service awards
and suggestion pri7.es w i l l be dis tr ibuted.

This, in so f a r . as has now been decided
w i l l c o n s t i t u t e our a n n u a l Chris tmas exercises.

TO WARM SPRINGS, GA.

Frank Mueller's Condition Warranted His
Removal Last Week

Frank H. Muel le r , who has been in the De-
ca tu r and Macon County Hospital for several
weeks past, was t a k e n to Warm Springs, Ga.,
last Thursday, accompanied by his w i f e .

Special plans were made for ear ehanyes
at Cincinnati. Ohio, to the Atlanta t ra in .

Duke Mueller will hoard the train at
Chattanooo-a and see that his brother
is t r a n s f e r r e d a t A t l a n t a to t h e ' t r a i n fo r Warm
Springs. F rank ' s m a n y f r i e n d s in the organi -
za t ion and in the c i t y wil l be pleased to know
tha t he has made cons iderab le i m p r o v e m e n t . We
are all hopefu l that the change to Warm Springs
w i l l be highly beneficial and that Frank wi l l
come back to his d u t i e s en t i r e ly restored lo his
former robust health.

CHATTANOOGA NOTES
Herman S a l e f s k i . operator of the big Warner

V Swasey lathe in tin- Mach ine Shop, spent two
weeks at Columbian Iron Works opera t ing such
a macb 'ne there.

Robert H. Muel ler re turned f rom Chatta-
nooga before Thanksgiving a f t e r spending sev-
e r a l weeks at tlv Columbian Lron Works.

H. J. Van Vbel wr i t e s tha t he and his f a m -
i l v a re now q u i t e al home in C h a t t a n o o g a .

BOWLING LEAGUE

Works Manager Team Now Leads—The
Ten High Bowlers

Quite a few changes in the Mueller Bowling
League have occurred since the last report. Fhe
Specia l ty Division then in first place dropped

back r° second, whi le the Works Manager 's Of-
fice team moves into first place. The Ground
Key Divis ion retains thi rd place. The Tool
Room trades sixth place with the Pattern Shop
for f o u r t h place. The U t i l i t y Divis ion s t i l l
holds on the fifth place, while the Regulators and
P lumbing Division c l i n g to seventh and eighth
places re spec t ive ly .

B l a n k e n b u r g still leads the ten high bowlers.
Behrns is in second place, having passed C. C.
Roa r i ck now t h i r d . ' S t i l l e passed Leipski and
is in f o u r t h place. W i a n t wenl ahead of Moron'/
for s i x t h p o s i t i o n . A. F laugher . a t last report
th : t a ' l e n d e r . rose to e i g h t h p lace , pass ing IV
Mason and R. Hill, the lat ter now being in
t e n t h place.

Paul Jacka holds the high score for the
season thus f a r . 257 .

The s ta t i s t ica l story up to and i n c l u d i n g De-
comber 4 th , fo l lows :

•ream — L. W. L. Pet. Ave. H.G.
Works Mgr. Of .39 26 1 3 . 6 6 7 828 1004
Spec. Div 39 22 17 .564 848 972
Grnd. Key Div. . .39 21 18 . 538 764 906
Tool Room . . . 3 9 2 0 1 9 . 5 1 3 7 4 7 9 1 0
Utility Eng 39 20 19 .513 717 964
Pa t t e rn Shop . . 3 9 1 8 2 1 . 462 8 0 0 9 6 0
R e g u l a t o r s 39 15 24 . 3 8 5 731 968
P l V > g . Div 39 14 25 . 359 678 917

Individual Averages

Works Mgr. Office Uti l i ty Fngineers
W . Behrns . . 1 8 3 B . Mason . . . 1 7 0
L. W i a n t . . 1 74 I I . F a i r c h i l d . . 1 ' 'L
C. F . R o a r i c k 166 . ] . Morr ison . 1 4 4
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Ground Key Division
E . C . Stille . . . 1 7 7
J. Taylor 166
L. M c K i n n e y . . 159
H. Gragg 56
L'. Taylor . . . . 32
G. Edwards . . . 24

I ool Room
C. C. Roar ick . 83
A . Radke . . . . 5 7
M . S t r a t m a n . . . 4 6
C . R u b i c a n . . . 1 4 4
1L S t r a t m a n . 1 3 2
L . Si loski . 1 1 3

Regulators
W. Smith
A. Olscn
E. March .
J. Pollock
G. Hutchins
G. Pollock

Plumbing Divisi
P . Jacka . . .
A. Jendrny
O. C. Draper .
O. C. Kei l .
E . K r u m s e i k
L . K r a m e r
C. W H a t h a w a

163
1 52
146
141
1 35
1 30

on
147
1 47
141
141
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1 24

Ten High Bowlers
Player and Team —

K. B l a n k e n b u r g . Spec. Dis.
W. Behrns . Works Mgr. Of.
C. C]. Roarick, I ool Room .
E. C. S t i l le . Grd . Key Div.
H. Lcipski . Pat tern Shop . . .
L. Wiant, Works Mgr. Of. .
C. Moren7. Pat tern Shop . .
A. K b u g h e r . Spec. Div
B. Mason. U t i l i t y Engineers .
R. H i ' ] , Spec. Div
C. H i l l , Spec. Div

FRANK'S PACKAGE MAIL

Receives Old Parts in All Kinds of Cartons
Which Gives Air of Mystery.

One por t ion ol the package mai l reaching
[ • r a n k Mue l l e r ' s desk is something of a mys t : ry
and a cu r s io s i t y . Taking a look at the pack-
ages, he f ind boxes bea r ing names l i k e these:
"Big Ben Horse Nails." "De Lux H a i r C l ip -
pers." "Cigars." "l.ydia Pinkbam's Vegetable
Compound," "S tan ley Door Hinges." " L i m -
bcrger Cheese." "Smith Bros. Cough Drops."
"Light Globes." "Brown Mule Chewing Tobac-
co.1 ' "Big Ben Ala rm Clock," "Ok! Taylor,"
and " R u b b e r Gloves."

What would you do with a collection like
this? You might consult a calendar to learn
whether if is April 1, Christmas, or your birth-
day. You are a temperate man—there has been
no new arrival at your home, and you don'r
know personally any one in the many towns
from which these packages came. They might
con ta in bombs, but Frank ' s assistant has to
l ake a chance on that and open up the pack-
ages. Opening the box labelled "Hair Clippers",
an old type Water Meter Coupl ing is f o u n d .
Some customer wants it duplicated. The "Big
Ben Horse Nail" box yie lds a par t of an old
tapping machine, v i n t a g e of 1899. The sender
h a > worn out the rubber washers and wants
them replaced. The other boxes all t u r n out
to be p e r f e c t l y l e g i t i m a t e a r t i c l e s pe r t a in ing to
the businss. Many of these old samples are for
goods m a n u f a c t u r e d th i r t y to for ty years ago.
and the on ly way our customers can bc> sure of
g e t t i n g co-rect f i t t i ng goods is to send in samples
as improvements are constantly being made and
some r a r t i become obsolete.

Water Works. U t i l i t y Comnan-es . and job-
bers a re busy men. They u s u a l l y t a k e the f i r s t

box they can find to mail in these parts . Often
we wonder why they use such large boxes to
mai l small ar t icles , when the postage rates would
be less on a more su i tab le car ton. The econ-
omy motive may somet imes catise them to use
old car tons , yet the mai l r ema ins the same in
good or bad times, and i t may be there is a
l i t t l e Scotch in al l of us at t imes.

, EMPLOYE'S AID SOCIETY
We c a n n o t , in this issue, present the detailed

a n n u a l s t a t e m e n t o f t he Employe ' s A id S o c i e t y ,
but we can give a few totals. The Society his
c o n t i n u e d Us po l i cy of g iv ing ass is tance on those
expenses w h i c h help to improve hea l t h . We are
not requ red to do this according to the con
stitution and by-laws.

Below is a s u m m a r y for these i tems e n d i n g
November 30. 1 9 3 4 .

R e l i e f $ 85.00
Help on Donor Bills . . 1 3 2 . 2 5
L a m i l y Care 30.00
Liospital Bills 1 40.00
D e n t a l Work 2 9 6 . 0 0
Care of Eyes 1 3 6 . 5 0
Eoot Care 4 5 . 3 6
Othe r i t e m s 2 2 . 6 0

Total . . . $ 8 8 7 . 7 1
C u r ' o u s l y enough , this figure is ve ry close to

the t o t a l of las t yea r which was $883 .99 .
On the whole, the h e a l t h of the force has

been good in the pa1:! year. We have bad, but
few serious accidents .

The Los Ange les force was t a k e n i n to our
Soc-e ty last June . Their p a y m e n t of dties so
f a r have a m o u n t e d t o $ 1 9 4 . 4 5 . a n d t h e i r c l a i m s
s o f a r ( N o v e m b e r 3 0 , 1 9 3 4 ) have been
$ 2 0 5 . 4 0 . They had two severe cases of appcn-
di'"M s and several accidents.

Th: C o l u m b i a n I ron Works Socie ty was or-
gani /ed Apr i l 1. So far their experience has
been very good. At: the end of October (he So-
ciety had a balance of $ 7 5 7 . 6 2 . We congratu-
late them upon th i s good showing.

BIRTHS
JONES—Mr. and Mrs. William Jones. Dept. 8.

a 7)4 Ib. daughter , Gloria Jean, November
16.

NASH—Mr. and Mrs. A r t h u r , Dept 8. an 8 ' <
Ib. d a u g h t e r on November 1 6. She has been
named Shirley May.

O'DELL—Mr. and Mrs. W i l l i a m . Dept. 8. a
10 Ib . daugh te r on November 18. She has
be-n named Jacque l ine J ean .

BROWN—Mr. and Mrs. O. T. Brown. E o u n -
d r y , a d a u g h t e r , Joan Vclora, born November

her 19 .
STARK—Mr. and Mrs. Edgar S t a rk , P l u m b i n g

D i v i s i o n , a daugh te r . Dclores E i l e e n , born
X T o- -ember 2 1 .

WIANT — Mr. and Mrs. Leo Wian t . a son, born
December 7.

E. H. Langdon has been at Columbian Iron
Works. Ch i t tar.oo"a, for a week or more look-
i n g a f t e r pe r sonne l work . so:ial a c t i v i t i e s , e t c .
Lie wi ' l be home by Chn; tn~as .
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B A R B A R A A N N

1 month
Mrs John M. Smith aniWWHWBBs' old daughter

who is just as cute as her name. The proud father
is none other than John M. Smith of the polish-
ig room.

DEATHS

John Faith
John F.iith was born in M a r y l a n d , March

2 1 . 1 8 5 5 . In bis ea r ly l i f e hi- was a b lacksmi th
apprentice and served on a cana l bo.H i'i i i ;e
cast . He could t e l l m a n y i n t e r e s t i n g a d v e n t u r e s
oi i l i : t ime - ; w h e n c a n a l s and rai l roads were
c o m p e t i n g for bus 'ness. Whi 'e s t i l l a young
m a n . he moved to I l l i n o i s and for many years
was on a f a r m n e a r \Varrcnsburg . He came to
work for Mueller Co., October 20, 1902.

He was re t i red on a l lowance at the end of
April 1 9 3 2 . His term of service was just over
t h i r t y years.

A l l of th i s t i m e except the last few months
was spent in the foundry, where for m a n y years
he was chief f u r n a c e and repair m a n .

He was a hard and f a i t h f u l worker and was
a l w a y s ac t ive . Many week ends he spent re-
p a i r i n g f u r n a c e s so that they could be ready for
u ^ e on Monday morn ing .

F u n e r a l services were held at the Dawson B
Wikoll ' horn:.

J. W. ( K i t t y ) Wilkins to Chattanooga
J . \V. ( K i t t y ) W i l k i n s and w i f e have been

l i v ' m ; in C h a t t a n o o g a for severa l weeks and
p robaMy w i l l r e m a i n there p e r m a n e n t l y a s K i t t v
has gone there to f i l l the posi t ion of f a c t o r y
m a n a g e r . He has had a l o n g exper ience in the
D e c a t u r p ' a n t . and is espec ia l ly f i t ted to f i l l the
new posii on to which he lias been ass :gncd.
His friends in the local organization wish him
every success.

ANNUAL INVENTORY AND
CLEAN-UP

This event is one of the milestones of the
year. We used to shut down the plant nearly a
week to get it done. In more recent years care-
ful planning and improvd methods have reduced
the lost t i m e to one day, or at most two.

Genera] Supt. Roarick and Accountant Keil
began preparat ions for our inventory several
weeks ago. Mr. Kei l devised a new inventory
t icket with a carbon copy attachment which cut
this clerical work in half and reduced errors.
The tag was attached to the box and the car-
bon paper copy went to the accounting depa r t -
m e n t .

Mr. Roar ick s tar ted the coun t on some of
the goods e a r l y in November . The boxes were
sea led , and other sections of the work tha t could
be f in i shed in advance were done and out of the
way before the end of November. This af-
forded work for men who otherwise would have
had short t i m e .

As Thanksgiving approached, preparations
were more and more in ev idence , bu t produc-
t i on went on as usual . Some depar tments closed
for i n v e n t o r y on the e v e n i n g of Tuesday, No-
vember 27. Most of t h e m , however, closed
Wednesday even ing , to open Monday. Decem-
ber 3. M a n y of the men f rom the shops were
used in t a k i n g inventory . Thus the t ime they
lost f rom work was reduced to a m i n i m u m .

A f t e r the count is made, the paper work all
has to go t h r o u g h the stock record books and
be checked by the a c c o u n t i n g depar tment . From
all i n d i c a t i o n s , the i nven to ry , of 1934 w i l l be
th rough in record t ime and wi l l be the most ac-
c u r a t e yet t a k e n .

In the mean t ime , most of the d e p a r t m e n t s
(Continued on pa<jo 4)

Look Out for Wage Assignments
A wage assignment is an order by a worker

upon his employer to pay his wages upon notice
to a third party, usually a "credit store" of
some kind.

We find that our people have signed wage as-
signments without knowning it. The "credit"
clothing and jewelry stores which ordinar i ly take
such assignments on all workers do not tell
their customers that the wage assignment is in
the paper that they sign to get the goods.

The manager of one such establishment re-
m a r k e d : "Let the fools find that out for them-

One large concern in our line of business ad-
vises all their workers as follows:

"Before you invest—investigate. Be-
fore you sign any papers—read them
carefully, and insist upon having a copy
of the paper you sign. Before signing, it
tniqhl be to your interest lo consult
the Personnel Director."

If Muel ler people would do this simple thing,
it would save no end of trouble. You have a
r ight to a copy of the th ing you s ign , and it is
fa r b e l t e r to i n v e s t i g a t e f i r s t r a the r t h a n have
to t a k e a day of! and go to c o i ' r t vb 'n some-
body sues you fo r s i g n i n g s o m e t h i n g t h a t y o j
h a d n ' t even read.
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have had a (borough cleaning. In some places
this included wal ls , ce i l ings , windows, as well as
the floor. Some of the equipment was washed
with kerosene to remove grease and then painted.
In the core d e p a r t m e n t the walls and p ip ing
were cleaned w i t h an air blast. In the foundries
at P lan t 2 and the brass foundry here e v e r y t h i n g
was put in first class order . Dept. 8 in par-
t i c u l a r was thoroughly overhauled . Conveyors
were repainted and repa i red , and a l l a c c u m u -
l a t i o n s of chip and grease removed.

All fac to ry inspectors , both f rom the state
and the insurance companies, remark about the
u n u s u a l orderliness of the Mueller p lant . When
they return again they wi l l f ind it in even bet-
le r shape than it has been in the past. The shop
offices and the f o u n d r y w i l l be more pleasant
places to work because of this c l ean ing .

The ef f ic iency with which the inventory was
t a k e n and the p lan t renovated is due to the carc-
l u l p l ann ing by the supe r in t enden t , i n t e l l i gen t
and ac t i ve coopera t ion by the foremen, and the
en thus i a s t i c help of the workmen.

SAVE MONEY ON MAGAZINES
We are in a position to offer advantageous

rates on magazine subscriptions to employes.
Those who prefer magazines instead of ham and
bacon as the Christmas present f rom the com-
p a n y wi l l be allowed $2.50 on any magazines
they desire to order at these special rates. Those
pre fe r r ing ham and bacon may pay for their
subscr ip t ions and still receive the low rates.

Subscript ions w i l l be taken at the Cafeter ia
dur ing the noon hours on December 12 and 13
or they m a v be sent to the Adver t i s ing Dept. of
the m a i n off ice.

ADDRESS BY DR. BAKER
On the a f t e r n o o n o! November 12 the fore-

men and employes f i n i s h i n g work at 3 :30
o'clock were i n v i t e d to the g y m n a s i u m to hear
a b r i e f address by Dr. Baker , professor of polit-
ica l economy. Prac t ica l ly a l l fo remen and heads
of departments were present, together wi th many
of those who f in 'shed work at 5:30. Dr. B a k e r
s-oke fo r f o r t v m i n u t e s , and fo r t w e n t y m i n -
u t e s answered quest ions by some ol those in at-
t e n d a n c e . The l e n g t h of t ' m e a l ' o t e d Ivm and
the wide scope of h is s u b j e c t made i t necessary
fo r h im to c o n f i n e h i m s e l f t o the ba re ( a c t s
and e l e m e n t a r v p r i n c i p l e s of economics l i v e n so
h: made an i n t e r c s t i n " , f ' k and gave h.s hearers
p l e n t y of food for t hough t .

SUGGESTION PRIZES EXTENDED
Suggestion awards have been ex t ended to in-

c l u d e the Pacif ic Coast f ac to ry , the Columbian
Iron Works, and the Sarnia p l anL In these
n lan ts i h ^ r ^ w i l l be one prize io be awarded
for th j best suggest ion.

When "Pickle" O f f c n s t e i n of the f o u n d r y
was c l ean ing up i ron ch ips f rom the f loor with
an e lec t r i c magne t , he noticed that i t tried to
p ick up his shoes also.. He d i d n ' t know what
was the m a t t e r with himself or the magnet u n i - . l
he remembered t h a i there was a steel cap over
the toe of his s a f e t y shoes be was wear ing .

BRASS CHIPS
Jacke Masonic of the Los Angeles plant suf-

fered an i n j u r y to his hand on October 30,
which laid him up for several weeks.

Wm. I. Heddon of Plant 2, who got his foot
caught in a hay ba i l e r , r e tu rned to work No-
vember 12 a f t e r an absence of about five weeks.

L. B. Ri tchie and f a m i l y moved to Oregon
about the middle of October, where they wi l l
make their f u t u r e home. He will be engaged in
horticulture.

Gordon Pollock, who has been employed in
the Experimental Dept. since last July, returned
to Fenn College, Cleveland, where he is t a k i n g
a course in mechanical engineering. This school
requires five years for a degree in this subject ,
and Gordon has completed three years. He
s t a r t e d for Cleveland on November 24.

t h e girls of the cord depar tment appeared
November 26 in their new blue and whi te u n i -
forms.

Duke Mueller expects to r e t u r n f rom Chat-
tanooga. Dec. 1 5 th , w i t h the i n t e n t i o n of mak-
ing an extended s tay at the home plant.

Adolph Muel ler has recent ly re turned f rom
New York City where he a t t e n d e d a m e e t i n g ol
the Amer ican M a n u f a c t u r e r s ' Association whose
session's were held at t he Waldor f -As tor ia hotel .

W. H. Muel ler was here for several days the
la t t e r par t of November, r e t u r n i n g to Cha t ta -
nooga early in December.

A r t h u r Gordon of the Polishing Dept. was
helping to take i n v e n t o r y in the Sh ipp ing room.
A t w o - i n c h c o r p o r a t i o n stop s l ipped out of his
hand and came down on h'.s toe. and it d i c l n ' 1 .
even h u r t . He was wea r ing s a f e t v shoes. Gor-
don r e m a r k e d : " f n one second ! saved m u c h
more than the cost ol the shoes."

SOCIAL CLUB
The Mueller Women's Social Club gathered

at the Athle t ic Club House on the e v e n i n g of
the 2 1 s t of November for a pot l uck supper .
Mrs. James Pollock was the hostess. A f t e r an
(excellent meal the even ing was passed at cards.
Mrs. Walter Aue-r won the ladies ' prize, a flower
pot holder. Pau l Jacka won the gen t l emen ' s
pr ize .

The next meet ing of (he Club w i l l be held on
December 1 7 wi th Mrs. Al Bashore as hostess.
This w i l l be a Chr i s tmas p a r t y w i t h Santa

Claus in a t tendance .

Li fe is f u l l ol dangerous crossings and con-
science is the f lagman.— I - 'orhcs .

* * *
O p p o r t u n i t y o f t e n wears overalls and looks

l i k e work .
* * *

A highbrow is a person educated beyond h is
intell igence.


